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Scholars of The People of Sunnah

Taken from Shaykh Saalih al Fawzan's book: Mas-ooliyyatul Ulamaa-1 Wad-du’aat;
silsilah AI-Muhaadaraat Al-Ilmiyyah No: 8; page 20-21

That Which Is Obligatory Upon Us With Regards To The Scholars

“It is obligatory upon a Muslim society, young and old, that they pay attention to their scholars and approve
of them; because they are the callers to Allaah upon sure knowledge; and they are the inheritors of the
Prophets; and they have a great rank in the presence of Allaah.

It is not permissible to find fault with them and lower their rank, just as is the case with some of the students
of knowledge, the ignoramuses and those bias ones, who defame the scholars and speak ill of them. They
warn against some of the Scholars or warn against those scholars who oppose them; and anyone who
opposes them is considered to be an obstinate opponent and an innovator, so they warn against him. These
are signs of evil, misguidance and destruction.”

Our Position Towards The Mistake Of A Scholar

If a scholar were to err in some of the Masaa-il, then this does not lower his rank. The Messenger (sallal-
laahu-alayhi-wasallam) said:

"If a Haakim (Muslim Scholar/Muslim Judge) gives a ruling and is correct, he has two rewards; and if he
gives a ruling and errs, he has one reward."

So (the Muslim Scholar/Muslim Judge) is rewarded in all circumstances. It is not permissible for us to lower
their rank if there were to occur an unintentional mistake from them. This cannot be a reason to degrade
them and lower their rank, for they are not infallible. Indeed, infallibility is only (attributed) to the
Messenger (sallal-laahu-alayhi-wasallam), rather the (scholars) will make mistakes because they are only
human; but their intention is not to make mistakes, rather they intend to (reach) the truth. So, Allaah
forgives them when they are mistaken due to their (good) intention.

It is obligatory upon us to respect and honour our Scholars, in order that we may become a single Nation, as
Allaah (Subhaanah) stated:

" Truly, this, your Ummah *Shari’'ah oryourloddi gi on (
therefore worship Me (alone)’’ 21:92
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So, if we return to the people of knowledge and take from them, and take heed of their advice and learn
from them, then this would be a sign of safety; but if we oppose them and increase in desires and wishes,
and "each group rejoicing in what is with it (as its beliefs)", and every group praises its guide and (considers)
others to be mistaken; then this is a sign of destruction.

Allaah said:

"And be not as those who divided and differed among themselves after the clear proofs had come to them. It

is they for whom there is an awful torment . """ 3: 1
Allaah said:

'And hold fast, all of you together, totheRope of Al l aah (i .e. tdmong Qur ' aan
yourselves, and remember Al | aah’ @anotheabutdajdinedpoar y o u,

hearts together, so that, by His grace, you became brethren (in Islamic Faith)" 3:103

Translated by Abu Muawiyah Abdullah Gambi



